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To the READER. : 
8 INC E the Reverſe to this Diſcourſe has lately 


made its Appearance, ( and that with a very In- 
ſolent, Aſſuming Air,) even in our Metropolis, 
1 have at the requeſt of my Auditors and Others, 
ventur d to publiſh this, with ſome few Curſory Remarks 
upon it; in hopes, that the Legiſlature will make others, 
—_ 
our (Grigantich Author is a very unequal Combatant, ei- 
ther for'a Gentleman, or a Chriſtian, and ought to 
have ated his Part before my Lord- Mayor, rather in 
Guild-Hall, h a Cathedral. It is much therefore to 
be wiſhd, fince the greateſt Part of his Diſcourſe ſeems 
to be levell d at the eftabliſh'd Government, (for he de- 
clares, even in the Epiſtle Dedicatory, againſt Peace, 
and for ſounding a Trumpet in Sion,_) That they will 
take ſome ſpeedy and effeFual Method for cruſhing it in 
Embryo ; becauſe otherwiſe, its Spawn may be very like- 
ly to engender, and either envenom, if not enflame, the 
whole Conſtitution. And tho I'm well appris'd, that this 
Small Treatiſe may be in ſome Peril from the burning 
Zeal of our Bigotted Brother: Yet, I don't doubt, but 
if there be occaſion, the publick Authority will ſcreen it. 
And tho its Style be not ſo Rhetorical and Verboſe, as 
our Anthors, (who is very happy in his Seſqui-pedalia 
Verba, his bieWords,) yet ? m in hopes. that the agreeable- 
neſs of its Subject, namely, publick Peace, may recom- 
mend it to the Candour of every unbyaſsd, unprejudic'd 
Reader. For I profeſs my {elf ſovery Heterodox and Anti- 
Seriptural, as ( contrary to our Author) to aſſert, that 
ii the buſineſs of Clergy-men, even in theſe times, to 
preach up Peace, Charity, and Moderation And if my 


weak Endeavours do but in the leaſt contribute hereto, I 
ſhall think my ſelf very happy, and ſhall not envy our Ele- 
vated Author in his Eloquent Railery, and Bombaſt 
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all and conſummate. For I am very ſenſible, tbat 
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PROYV. 16. 7. 
When a Man's Ways pleaſe the Lord, he maketh 


even his Enemies to be at Peace with bim. 


N theſe military Times, theſe Times of publick 
Commotion and Tumult, wherein we hear of 
nothing almoſt but War, or the dire Effects 
of War, what can be more grateful, what 
more delightful, what more welcome, than 
the News of Peace? And this the wiſe Man here 
preſents us with, as alſo a ſure Method of attaining 
it; when a Man's Ways pleaſe the Lord, he maketh, & cc. 
Now Man, tho' here in the Singular, may no doubt 
be taken for publick Societies and Commnnities of 
Men, in the Plural Number: When Mens Ways there- 
fore pleaſe the Lord, he maketh even their Enemies to be 
at Peace with them. So that from hence tis very ob- 
vious and plain, that notwithſtanding the wiſe 
Schemes and Articles laid down and propos'd by our 
beſt Politicians and Stateſmen, in order to a Peace, 
(as the giving up the Pretender, and the Monarchy 
of Spain, the demoliſhing and ſurrendring ftrong 
Ports and Garriſons, &*c.) that except, I ſay, be- 
ſides theſe, we give up, and devote our ſelves and 
our Ways to God's Service; except we demoliſh 
or ſurrender our ſtrong Holds, namely, our 
unruly Luſts and Affections; in a Word, except 
our Ways and our Doines pleaſe the Lord, we can't ex- 
pe that our Enemies ſhould be at Peace with us, I hope 
therefore, that I may anſwer the Dcſign of this fo. 


lemn Day; if, inſtead of expatiating on the Sueceſ- 
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(4) 
ſes and Victories of the laſt Campaign, as uſual ; 
(and which indeed deſerve the largeſt Encomium ) I 
{peak to a Subject no leſs agreeable, namely, that of 
a happy Peace: And this to be attained without ex- 
hauſting any more Blood or Treaſure: Only by let- 
ting out our Vanities and Follies, and keeping to the 


Method preſcribed here by the wiſeſt of Men, who 


aſſures us, that when our Ways pleaſe the Lord, be will 
make even our Enemies to be at Peace with us. 

The Words are one entire plain Propoſition: In 
ſpeaking to which, I ſhall do theſe Two Things, 
(1.) Conſider the Duty herein imply'd, or what courſe 
we are to take, that our Ways may pleaſe the Lord. 
(2.) Make good the main Purport and Deſign of the 
wiſe, Man's Aſſertion, that when we diſcharge this 
Duty, and our Ways do pleaſe the Lord, he will make 
even our Enemies to. be at Peace with us. 

(I.) The Duty herein implied, or what Courſe 
we are to take, that our Ways may pleaſe the Lord. 
And for, this Purpoſe I don't know any Texts in 
Holy Writ more appoſite and full, then thoſe of the 
Prophet Micah's: Wherewith ſhall I come before the 
Lord, and bow my ſelf before the High God? Shall 1 
come before him with Burnt-Offerings, &c. will the 
Lord bepleas'd with 1000's, of Rams or 10000 of Rivers 
of Oil? No, ſays he, he hath ſhew'd thee, O man, what 
is good : And what elſe doth the Lord require of thee, but 
to do juſtly, to love Mercy, and towalk humbly with thy 
God? Chap. 6.6, 7, 8. He did not require Sacrifices 
then without theſe moral Duties, which our Savi- 
our therefore calls the weightier Matters of the Law, 
Matth. 23.23. and without which tis impoſſible that 
our Ways ſhould pleaſe God. What doth the Lord 
require of thee, but to do juſtly ? that is, ſunmcuiq, tri- 


to 
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to obſerve that golden Rule laid down by Chriſt, as 
the Completion of the Law and Goſpel too; what- 
ſoeuer you would that Men ſhould do unto you, do ye even 
fo unto them, for this is the Law and the Prophets, 
Matth. 7. 12. Not to provoke, injure, defraud, or 
oppreſs one another; but in all our mutual Dealings 
and TranſaQions, to carry as it were a Court of Chan- 
cery in our own Breaſts, and to do accords to 
Equity. And to love Mercy, ----for I deſired Mercy, 
and not Sacrifice, Hoſea 6. 6. This is indeed ſo pe- 
culiar an Attribute of the Almighty's, that when he 
was willing to give Moſes and the Iſraelites a right 
Idea of his divine Being, he choſe to do it hereby : 
The Lord, the Lord God, merciful and gracious, long- 
ſuffering, and abundant in Goodneſs and Truth, keep- 
ing Mercy for Thouſands, &c. Exod. 34.6, 7. What 
therefore is one of the divine Attributes, muſt, in 
ſome Proportion, be tranſcrib'd or imitated by us, if 
we expect that our Ways ſhou'd pleaſe the Lord: 
And to walk humbly with thy God : That 1s, in Mat- 
ters of Religion, in our Addreſſes and our Carriage 
towards God, to have Heirts fincerely modeſt and 
humble, always to think highly of him, and mean- 


ly of ourſelves; not to be high minded, but to fear, Noms. 


II, 20, Now from this ſhort Paraphraſe or Comment 
upon the Prophet's Words, this Inference is very obvi- 
ous, that without Juſtice, without Mercy, and without 
Humility, our Ways cant pleaſe the Lord; and con- 
ſequently, no Peace can be expected. Since then 
theſe Three Duties are of ſuch vaſt Importance e- 


ven to our temporal Concerns, (for what can be ſo, 


it Peace be not?) give me leave to expatiate a little 
upon each of 'em. Now the firſt is, . 

(.) Juſtice, which we find diſtinguiſh'd by Mora- 
liſts into Diſtributive and Commutative : The for- 
mer conliſts chiefly in the proportioning of Rewards 
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and Puniſhments, and in determining of Matters of 
Right and Wrong, and in order hereunto of making 
good Laws, and taking care that they be put in Ex- 
ecution: And this belongs to Princes, Magiſtrates, 
and fnch as are in Authority, whom God has rajs'd 
for this very end, to a Power above others, vig. for 
the Pulgſhment of Evil-doers, and for the Praiſe of them 
that do well, 1 Pet. 2. 14. So alſo Solomon obſerves, 
that as by him Princes reign, ſo they are to decree Ju- 
ſtice, Prov. 8. 15. And this, ſays David, is that 
which makes Kingdoms flouriſh, and entails God's 
Bleſſing upon thoſe Princes and Magiſtrates that 
Judge the People with Righteonſneſs, and the Poor with 
FTudgnrent : Then even the Mountains ſhall bring forth 
Peace to the People: In their Days ſhall the Riehte- 
ous flouriſh, and abundance of Peace, Pſal. 72. 2, 3, 
7. For the Throne is eftabliſh'd by Righteouſneſs, Prov. 
16. 12. Which ſays the wiſe Man, exalteth a Nati- 
on, c. 14. v. 34. Happy then, no doubt, are the 
People who are in ſuch a caſe; and bleſſed, for e- 
ver blefled, be the Lord, for it, that we may ſay, 
this is our own. For whatever ſcandalous ill-na- 
tur'd Reflections, ſome furious diſaffected Zealots, 
may think to caſt upon our Conſtitution; particu- 
larly a late Author, (which muſt retort upon them- 
ſelves at laſt : And I'm ſorry any ſuch ſhou'd come 
from the Pulpit, eſpecially upon a Day of 
rs. Thankſgiving, ) yet this we may without Va- 
nity or Flattcry aſſert, that this part of diſtributive 
Juſtice was never mare regular and uniform; never 
were-our Religion, our Laws, Liberties and Proper- 
ties better ſecured, or leſs invaded ; never were our 
Courts of Jndicature and Equity ſo well ſupply'd and 
manag d; never was the publick Credit of the Nati- 
on better ſupported and maintained. In a Word, 
never was any Prince more exemplary in Juſtice than 
| Our 
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our gracious Sovereign, as alſo thoſe great State Mi- 
niſters employ'd under her: So that ( notwithſtand- 
ing the Spleen and Malice of a diſcontented bigotted 
Author) the Pſalmiſts Words ſeem to be literally 
verify'd, Juſtice and Judgment are the Habitation of 
the Throne, Pſal. 89. 14. Mercy and Truth are met 
together, Righteouſneſs and Peace have kiſſed each other, 
Pſal. 85. 10. But I haſten to, 
(2.) The other part of Juſtice, which is called 
Commutative : And this conſiſts in our mutual Deal- 
ings and Commerce with one another, in doing of 
no Injury nor Harm, but in doing as we would be 
done by, and in giving to every one what of right 
belongs to 'em. I wiſh indeed that the ſame might 
be ſaid of this branch of Juſtice, as of the former : 
that this moral Duty, which the Almighty ſo much 
delights in, as to prefer even to his own Service, 
Prov. 21. 3. (and for which Turks and Heathens 
have been, and are ſo famous and exemplary _) was 
more delighted in, and practis d by Chriſtians : That 
we, who live under ſuch good Laws, ſo happy a 
Conſtitution, and have ſo bright an Example of Ju- 
ſtice and Equity from the Throne, were more influ- 
enc'd thereby, and wou'd conform our ſelves in this 
point more, Regine ad Exemplum, to her Majeſties 
Example; but alas! What the Poet ſaid of the Ro- 
mans, ſeems to be verify d now, Terras Aſtrea 1 
reliquet, this part of Juſtice ſeems to have for- J 
ſaken the Earth. And how defective the Gene- 
rality of Men are herein, particularly in their 
mutual Dealings and Trafick, is too too ei- 
dent from that Spirit of Self-intereſt and Cove- 
touſneſs, of Fraud and Over- reaching, of Ex- 


tortion and Oppreſſion, that reigns too muclr 
both in City and Country. I might here inſtance in 
ſome, who have ſhewn a great Failure of Juſtice, 25 3 
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well as Humanity, by withholding their Corn in ſuch 
times of Scarcity, (and have had no doubt the curſe 


of the People for it) Prov. 11. 26. and in others, 


who have ſhewn no leſs, by monopolizing it, in 
order to weaken our ſelves, and to ſtrengthen the 
common Enemy : But her Majeſty (thanks be to God 
for it} has fo wiſely and ſeaſonably animadverted 
upon, and repreſented this great Grievance to her 
Parliament, that we need not doubt the remedying 
and redreſſing of it for the future. And whilſt Iam 
upon this Subje&, give me leave farther to enforce 
this excell-nt Duty of Juſtice, by inſtancing in that 
part of our Dealings, wherein I'm afraid tis too of- 
ten wanted, namely, Weights and Meaſures : Of 
which (as a good Author obſerves) the Romans and 
Athenians took a more then ordinary Care, that 
they ſhou'd be exactly juſt: Theodoſens made 
a Law, that the Standards of Weights and Meaſures 
ſhou'd be kept in Cities; and Juſtinian, that they 
ſhou'd be kept in Churches: which, ſays he, ſeems 
agreeable to that antient Cuſtom among the {ſraelites, 
who made their Valuation according to the Shekel of 
the Sanctuary: And for the puniſhment of Fraud 
herein, the Law of Juſtinian is, that ſuch ſhou'd be 
beaten ix, ſtoutly, as the worſt of Criminals: Nay, 
the Couneil of Mentz decreed Thirty Days Penance 
in Bread and Water to thoſe who us'd either falſe 
Balances or Weights. It's much to be wiſh'd indeed, 
that the wiſe Council of the Nation wou'd at this 
time animadvert a little upon this breach of Juſtice, 
and enact Laws ſomewhat more ſevere againſt ſuch 
Frauds, both becauſe the Poor, and others in ſuch 


Grotius, 


neceſſitous, hard Times, are much oppreſſed hereby, 


as alſo, becauſe of that emphaticꝶ Saying of the wiſe 


We but a juſt Weight is his Delight, Prov. 11. 1. And fo 
f | 1 proceed tothe © (2.) Se; 


F Man, A falſe Balance is an Abomination to the Lord, 
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(2.) Second Duty, which I obſerved to be fo 
neceſſary, that our Ways may pleaſe the Lord; and 
that is, Mercy: and to love Mercy. Which Expreſſion 
implies not only the bare Act, but ſuch an habitual 
Temper and Diſpoſition of Mind, as upon every 
Emergency inclines to Mercy. And tho'Ihan't Time 
to enlarge upon, and delineate this charming Vertue 
as it deſerves, yet I muſt beg leave here to make theſe 
Two Remarks. | 

(i.) Since this Duty is ſo very acceptable and fo 
delightful to God. that he himſelf tells us, that he 
prefers it even to his own Service and Worſhip : for 
1 deſire Mercy, ard not Sacrifice, Hol. 6. 6. that is, 
rather then Sacrifice; the firſt Remark I ſhall make 
from hence, is this, that whatſoever fair and plauſible 
Pretences of Zeal, ſome Perſons may ſuggeſt or ex- 
preſs jor God's Worſhip and Service; whatever Cla- 
mour or Noiſe ſuch may make about Religion, or 
the Church; yet from their venting and belching 
out ſuch uumerciful Invectives, and invidious Libels, 
(as a certain Author has lately done) a- Fe 
gainſt the preſent Eſtabliſhment, againſt h 4 57. 
our Metropolitan, and other Biſhops of the Paul's Se. 
Church; we may infer their great defe& ““. | 
in Mercy, or true Charity, (I may add, in Juſtice 
and Humility likewiſe) and conſequently, that the 
Almighty can never delight in ſuch Votaries, neither 
can the Ways of ſuch pleaſe either God or Man. But 

(2.) Another juſt Remark may be here made from 
that excellent Deſcription the Apoſtle gives us of Cha- 
rity or Mercy : Charity or Mercy, ſays he, ſuffers long, 
and is ind; Charity envieth not; Charity vaunteth 
not it ſelf ; is not puffed up; does not behave it ſelf 
unſeemly ; is not eaſily provoked ; thinketh no Euil; 
beareth all things, hopeth all things, endureth all things, 
x Cor. 13--- Now from this excellent kit 
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of Mercy or Charity, and the Reverſe of it in ſome 


Mens Lives and Manners (particularly our Authors,) 


this Remark or Inference is alſo very obvious, That, 
how Rhetoricallty ſoever He may pretend to 
harangue, though with the Eloquence of our great 
Apoſtle ; nay, and zo ſpeak with the Tongues of Men or 
Angels; yet from his want of Charity or Mercy, 
He becomes but as ſounding Braſs, v. 1. I wiſh it 
might not be ſaid of Him in the moſt literal Senſe, I 
mean, from his very good Aſſurance. 

(3.) And ſo I come to the Third and Laſt Duty 
obſerved to be neceſſary, that our Ways may pleaſe 
the Lord; and that is, Humility : And to walk hnm- 
bly with thy God. And this, as I before obſerved, 
conſiſts chiefly in having the higheſt Thoughts of 
God, and the meaneſt of our ſelves. Now how very 
acceptable and well-pleaſing this Virtue is to the Al- 
mighty, is evident from the whole Tenor of the Old 
and New Teſtament.Thus ſaith the High and Lofty One, 
that inhabiteth Eternity, whoſe Name is Holy, 1 dwell 


in the High and Holy Place, with him alſo that is of a 


contrite and humble Spirit, &c. Iſai. 57. 15. Thus al- 
fo, though the Lord had denounc'd Evil againſt Ju- 
dab and the Inhabitants thereof; yet becauſe the 
Heart of King Joſab was tender, and he did humble 
himſelf before God, we find that very Evil was re- 
ſpited. 2 Chron. 34. 24, 27. For I have even heard thee 
elſo, faith the Lord. And that this is an Evangelical 
or Gofpel Duty, and has the greateſt Enforcement 
therein, I nced not ſhew you, becauſe every Page, 
almoſt, confirms it. Bleſſed are the poor in Spirit; for 
theirs is the Kingdom of Heaven, Matt. 5. 3- And a- 
gain, ch. 23. 2. 23. He that humbleth himfelf, ſhall be 
exalted. Be ye therefore, ſaith St. Peter, cloth'd with 
Humility, x Pet. 5. 5. It would be eaſie here likewiſe 
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to ſhew you, how much this one Virtue would con- 


tribute towards compoſing thoſe unhappy Heats and 
Animoſities, thoſe invidious Differences and Diſtin- 


ctions, that are ſo glaring amongſt us: Becauſe, 


whatever may be the Pretence, tis moſt certain, that 
Pride, Prejudice, IIl- nature, and want of Humility, 
are at the bottom. And would Men but either learn, 
or call to mind, that old Catechetick Rule of order- 
ing themſelves more lowly and reverently towards 
their Betters, they would be aſham'd of expoſing 
themſelves, eſpecially in Print, by adhering to the 
Reverſe of it. But it is more than Time I come to the 
C2.) Second Particular, which contains the main 
Purport and Deſign of the wiſe Man's Aſſertion, viz. 
that when our Ways thus pleaſe the Lord, he will 
make even our Enemies to be at Peace with us. Now 
whether by Peace be meant that which is inward, 
which a Man has within himſelf, in the Tranquility 
of his own Mind or Conſcience : or outward, in O 
poſition to War and Contention ; in either of theſe 
Senſes, twou'd be eaſie to ſhew that Peace is not 
attainable, but by a vertuous and religious courſe, 
only by thoſe whoſe Ways pleaſe the Lord : I ſhall 
but juſt touch upon the former, becauſe the latter is 
chiefly here meant. Now that this inward Peace, 
or the Tranquility of ones Mind, is a very great Bleſ- 
ſing, is very evident; becauſe the aim of all Philo- 
ſophy, and the grand ſearch of wiſe Men, have been 
how to attain it: As alſo from that Melancholy De- 


ſcription which the wiſe Man gives of its Oppoſite : 


The Spirit of a Man will ſuſtain his Infirmity; but a 
wounded Spirit who can bear 2 Prov. 18. 14. And that 
this Bleſſing they only enjoy, whoſe Ways pleaſe the 
Lord, is alſo very evident from the Teſtimony of 
Scripture : The wicked, ſays the Prophet, are like the 
troubled Sea, when it cannot reſt, whoſe Pater. ef 9p 
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Mire and Dirt: There is no Peace, ſaith my God, to the 
wicked : Ia. 57. 20, 21. On the contrary, great 
Peace have they that love thy Law, aid nothing ſhall 
17 them, ſays David, Pſal. 119. 156. And again, 
E the perfe® Man, and behold the upright : For the 
end (and I may add, the whole courſe) of that Man 
is Peace, Pſal. 37. 38. But it is outward Peace which 
is here chiefly meant, which may be ſaid to be Do- 
meſtick, Civil and Foreign: Now 'twou'd be very 
eaſie to ſhew, what a Happineſs it is for Brethren to 
dwell together in Peace and Unity, and how much 
true Religion tends to promote it, and to compoſe 
both Domeſtick and Civil Feuds and Contentions, 
that is, thoſe of private Families, and publick Soci- 
ties: But it being Foreign Peace, or Peace with our 
Foreign Enemies, that we are chiefly deſirous of, and 
concern'd for at preſent, I ſhall now endeavour to 
make good this Propoſition, that when our Ways 
| Ffeaſe the Lord, he will make even theſe our Fnemies to 
be at Peace with us: And in order hereto, I muſt lay 
down this as an cſtabliſh'd Truth, that Religion and 
Vertue are the main cauſes of publick Happineſs and 
Proſperity, and that Vice and Irreligion are the con- 
trary. And this, not only the Scripture, but the 
Experience of all Ages almoſt confirms: Righteonſ- 
weſs exalteth a Nation, but Sin is the Reproach of any 
People, Prov. 14. 34. If we conſult the Hiſtorical 
Part of the Old Teſtament, we ſhall find the various 
and interchangeable Providences of God towards his 
own People, for the moſt part ſuited to their Man- 
ners: That they were commonly ſucceſsful, or un- 
ſucceſsful, as their Piety and Vertue either declin d 
or flouriſh'd. Nay, we may farther obſerve, . that 
this was God's uſual Method of Dealing, not only 
with his own People, but alſo with other Nations: 
That the Roman Empire, ſo long as the Vertue of that 
ö * 00 > > 
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people xemain'd firm 111 untainted, was as ſtrong 
as Iron, as It is repreſented in the Propheſie of Da- 
niel: But upon the Corruption and Diſſolution of 
* their Manners, the Iron began to be mix d with miry 
Clay: And the Feet upon whichthat once renown'd 
Empire ſtood, were ſoon broken. 

And if Religion and Vertue are the main cauſes of 
publick Happineſs and Proſperity; we may infer, 4 


fortiori, that they maſt be ſo likewiſe of publick Peace; 


without which no-Kingdom can be reckon'd happy. 
Thus much alſo is imply'd in that Queſtion of 
St. James From whence comes Wars and Fightings 
among you? Come they not hence, even of your Luſts, 
that war in your Members? Chap. 4. 1. Now if our 
Luſts or Sins are the cauſe of War, tis very plain, 
from that known Axiom in Logick, quod ſublata 
2 tollitur Effedtus, what muſt be the cauſe of 
eace. 

But it may be here perhaps objected, That, tho 
this be an indifferent good Proof of the foreſaid 
Propoſition in general, yet it does not ſeem full and 
ſatisfactory enough to thoſe, who have been long 
engag d againſt a Formidable, Treacherous Enemy, 
who delights in War, and tho' he ſpeaks of Peace, 
yet has War in his Heart : It may be ask d therefore, 
how we may be aſſur'd, that, ſuppoſing our Ways 
did pleaſe the Lord, he will make this our Enemy to 
be at Peace with us £ To which I anſwer, (1.) That 
the long continuance of the preſent War, with the 
Deſtructive, Bloody, Effects of it, are a certain Argu- 
ment, that our Ways do not pleaſe the Lord. And 
therefore, he hath rais'd this Man of the Earth, the 
common Enemy and Oppreſſor, and continues him 
as ſuch, to be a Scourge for Ours, and for the Sins 
of Europe. And though this perhaps may ſeem too 


(14) 
T- cannot diſmiſs this Auditory without making it, 
namely, That, notwithſtanding the many Glorious 
Succeſſes and Victories God has bleſs'd us with, du- 
ring the preſent War, (eſpecially thoſe of the laſt 
Campaign,) notwithſtanding the Bravery, Conduct, 
and Courage of our Generals; and indeed, the whole 
Army : In a word, notwithſtanding the fair Pro- 
ſpect of a happy Peace, which the late ſignal Victo- 
ry, and the preſent great Neceſſities of the Enemy do 
now give us; yet, if we are not reform'd, as well as 
re joycd thereby; if God's Goodneſs, hitherto ſo emi- 
nently conſpicuous, does not lead ws to Repentance - 
Rom. 2. 4. In a word, if notwithſtanding the great and 
wonderful things the Lord hath done for us, our 
Ways and our Doings do not pleaſe him; we have 
Reaſon to fear, that he ſhou'd rather yet give us 
up to, than make, our Enemies, to be at Peace with 
us. Put, 
(2.) Byway of Reply to the Objection before. 
made, I anfwer farther, that notwithſtanding the 
Perfidiouſneſs and Treachery, the Bloodthirſtineſs 
and Cruelty of the publick Enemy, tho he delights 
in War, and whilſt he ſpeaks of Peace, prepares him- 
Self for Battle: Yet, if as Moſes {aid to the Children 
of Iſrael, we obey diligently the Voice of the Lord our 
| God, and obſerue and do all his Commandments, Deut. 
28. 1. ive likewiſe may be well aſſured of the 
. Temporal Bleſſings which are there promis d: That 
Me fhall be bleſſed both in the City, and in the Field, 
in our Basket, and in our Store, or Dough, v. 3, 5. ac- 
cording to the Septuagint; That we ſhall be bleſſed 
when we come in, and when we go out againſt our Ene- 
ies ; the Lord will command his Bleſſing to be with 
ur in our Store- Houſes, and in all that we ſet our 
Hands to, v. 6, 8. The Lord ſhall then cauſe our Ene- 


mies that riſe up againſt, to be again ſmitten bofore 2. 
Tbey 
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(15 ) 


They ſhall come out againſt us one way, and flee before ws 


ſeven ways,v.7. In a word, if we keep the Command- 


ments of the Lord our God, and walk in his ways, we 
need not doubt, but that the Lord will eſtabliſh us 
likewiſe an holy People unto himſelf, ver. 9. 10. So 
that our Enemies will be afraid of, and conſequently 
glad to be at Peace with wa 

And now then, by way of Application ; May the 
Conſideration of theſe great Bleſſings here promis'd to 
Piety and Obedience, and of thoſe ſevere Curſes 
threatned afterwards againſt Sin and Diſobedience : 
In a word, may the hopes; nay, and afſurance of 
Peace upon theſe Terms excite, us all to Repentance 


and Amendment of Life. I dare ſay, whatever our 


Ways or Opinions are, our Wiſhes are unanimous 
for Peace. Tho I wiſh, I might not ſay to you, 
as Fehn did to Joram, when he ask'd, Is there Peace? 
2 Kings 9. 22. What Peace, whilſt iniquity ſo much 
abounds, and the Vices of the Ages are ſo flagrant, 
as to cry aloud for Vengeance ? What Peace, when 
there is ſo little Juſtice, ſo little Mercy, and ſo lit- 
tle Humility or Modeſty in the Land ? In a word, 
what Peace can be expected, when they whoſe bu- 
fineſs it is to preach the Goſpel of Peace, proclaim 
War againſt, and bid defiance to the Government, 
even in the Pulpit? As a celebrated Author has late- 
ly done in two very famous Diſcourſes. In the for- 
mer, he expreſſes himſelf thus very modeſtly. The 

Intereſt of our Church and Conſtitution are now ſhameſully 
betray d, and run down by Secret Malice, and open 
Violence: But tho the Truth, ſays he, ſeems, ſo much 
forſaken at preſent ; and tho the Age is ſunk into the 
loweſt dregs of Corruption, and cannot endure ſound 
Doctrine; yet they ſhall fd, that we have ſtill among 
us, thoſe who have Courage to ſpeak it, and Lives and 
Fortunes to. maintain it : Now it this be not ſound- 
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16 ) oh 
ing an alarm, and bidding defiance, I don't know what is. 
I Bppoſe his Religious Trojan Horſe, big with Arms and 
Ruin, (mention'd 1n his other Sermon,) may be deſign'd for 
this noble Expedition; tho” he is the firſt Horſe, I believe 
read of, that ever had any Religion: I hope however, that his 
Maſter has more. Now that in this Diſconrſe, our worthy Au- 
thor endeavours to do that moſt effectually, which the Jeſuits 
fail'd in; namely, a ſecond (Me to blow up this Conſtitution 
both in Church and State, is very evident from that Vein of 
Rancour, Bigotry and Virulency, that runs thro” it: For if 
his Notions therein are true, or were to be practis d at this 
time, our grand Enemy need not make ſuch Preparations for 
the next Campaign: He might only ſtand ſtill, and fee us de. © 
troy one another. But bleſſed be the Lord, who hath not given - 
us over as a Prey to his or their intended Fury and Malice The © 


Save is broken, and we are delivered However, I have more v 
Charity for our Author, and his Aſſociates, than to conſigag 
them over (as he has the Biſhops, the Guardians of the church 
and others, as falſe Brethren) into the Hands of their Grand-. 
father, the Devil: Becauſe we may hope to ſee either him or 


his Diſcourſes, in other Hands Firft- And that he then may be 


8 


convinc'd, that moſt of thoſe Perſons whom he has ſo baſelx 
aſpers'd and traduc'd, as Traytors, Villains, Double Dealers, 
Falſe Brethren, (and what not?) are the trueſt and beſt Friends 
to Monarchy and Epiſcopacy ; and that they will venture 
their Lives aud Fortunes as much to maintain and ſupport, as 
he and his Abettors have done to weaken and deſtroy them. 
In a Word then, whatever our Author's Sentiments may be, 
(and I think they are ſufficiently notorious,) I dare ſay, the 
wiſeſt and beſt part of Mankind will concur with me herein 
that the publick National Diſtempers at this time, require ra- 


9 


ther Balſamicks than Corroſives; that it is more reaſonable, 
human and Chriſtian, to caſt in Water than Oil, into thè flames 
of Diſcord amonſt us. In a word, if we conſulted only the 
politick Part, (and I know our Author is very fond of Poli- ? 
- ticks,) that we ſhould not, whilſt we all ſtand engag'd againſt 
ſo formidable an Enemy abroad, thus irritate, provoke and 
exaſperate our Friends at home. I ſhall therefore conclude the 
whole with that moſt excellent and Pathetick Prayer of the 
Apoſtle for Peace and Unity. Nom the God of Patience and 
Conſolation. grant you allt be lite minded one towards another, ac« 
cording to Chriſt Feſus ; that ye may with one Mind, and one Mouth, 
 glorifie God, even the Father of our Lord Jeſus Chyz/t, Ro. 15. 5, 6. 
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